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freedom of speech, freedom of expression, 
freedom of assembly, and freedom of the 
press; 

Whereas the Government of Iran has mon-
itored, controlled, and censored access to the 
Internet, and has conducted a campaign of 
harassment and intimidation through the 
electronic media; 

Whereas Freedom House assesses Internet 
and digital media in Iran as ‘‘Not Free,’’ and 
characterizes the Government of Iran as 
wielding ‘‘one of the world’s most sophisti-
cated apparatuses for controlling the inter-
net and other digital technologies’’; 

Whereas the Government of Iran is en-
gaged in a range of activities that interfere 
with, or infringe upon, the right of the peo-
ple of Iran to access accurate, independent 
news and information; 

Whereas, according to Amnesty Inter-
national, the Government of Iran has banned 
several newspapers, including Farhang-e 
Ashti, Arman-e Ravabet-e Omomi, Tahlil-e 
Rooz, and Sarmayeh; 

Whereas the Government of Iran has har-
assed, arrested, detained, imprisoned, and as-
saulted numerous Iranian and foreign jour-
nalists, publishers, editors, photographers, 
cameramen, and bloggers; 

Whereas the Government of Iran has pro-
hibited Iranian and non-Iranian news serv-
ices from distributing reports in Farsi; 

Whereas the Government of Iran has re-
voked and temporarily suspended the accred-
itation of foreign journalists to report on 
current events and news developments in 
Iran; 

Whereas the Government of Iran has inter-
rupted short message service (SMS), pre-
venting text message communications and 
blocking Internet sites that utilize such 
services; 

Whereas the Government of Iran has par-
tially jammed shortwave and medium wave 
transmissions of Radio Farda, the Persian 
language service of Radio Free Europe/Radio 
Liberty; 

Whereas the Government of Iran has inter-
mittently jammed satellite broadcasts by 
Radio Farda, the Voice of America’s Persian 
News Network (PNN), the British Broad-
casting Corporation (BBC), and other non- 
Iranian government news services; 

Whereas the Government of Iran has 
blocked Web sites and blogs, including social 
networking, content-sharing, and blogging 
sites, such as Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, 
Orkut, Blogger, and Persianblog; 

Whereas the Government of Iran has tar-
geted, blocked, and limited Internet connec-
tions and mobile network access to thwart 
communication in advance of planned dem-
onstrations, and has seized mobile phones 
that were used to film or document the dem-
onstrations; 

Whereas the Government of Iran has mon-
itored online activities of Iranians and 
threatened them and their families with pu-
nitive action, including citizens of Iran and 
Iranian-Americans living in the United 
States and elsewhere overseas; 

Whereas, in November 2009, the police 
forces of the Government of Iran formed a 
special unit to monitor websites and ‘‘Inter-
net crimes,’’ including political offenses; 

Whereas the Victims of Iranian Censorship 
Act (subtitle D of title XII of Public Law 111– 
84), which was signed into law on October 28, 
2009, stipulates that ‘‘it shall be the policy of 
the United States to encourage the develop-
ment of technologies, including Internet Web 
sites, that facilitate the efforts of the Ira-
nian people to gain access to and share accu-
rate information and exercise freedom of 
speech, freedom of expressions, freedom of 
assembly, and freedom of the press, through 
the Internet or other electronic media’’; 

Whereas on December 10, 2009, President 
Barack Obama affirmed in his statement ac-
cepting the Nobel Peace Prize, ‘‘We will bear 
witness to the quiet dignity of reformers. . .to 
the hundreds of thousands who have marched 
silently through the streets of Iran. It is tell-
ing that the leaders of these governments 
fear the aspirations of their own people more 
than the power of any other nation. And it is 
the responsibility of all free people and free 
nations to make clear to these movements 
that hope and history are on their side.’’ 

Whereas, on December 18, 2009, the United 
Nations General Assembly passed a resolu-
tion calling on the Government of Iran to re-
spect its human rights obligations, including 
its obligations under its own constitution as 
well as those of international human rights 
law; and 

Whereas, on December 18, 2009, the Depart-
ment of State issued a statement welcoming 
the passage of the United Nations resolution 
which stated, ‘‘The resolution, first adopted 
last month by the UN Third Committee, ex-
presses deep concern over the brutal re-
sponse of Iranian authorities to peaceful 
demonstrations in the wake of the June 12 
election. . .Those in Iran who are trying to 
exercise their universal rights should know 
that their voices are being heard.’’: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) supports the right of the people of Iran 

to peacefully express their voices, opinions, 
and aspirations, despite intimidation, repres-
sion, and violence; 

(2) condemns the human rights abuses 
committed by the Government of Iran 
against Iranian citizens; 

(3) condemns the efforts of the Government 
of Iran to restrict and suppress freedom of 
the press, freedom of speech, freedom of ex-
pression, and freedom of assembly; 

(4) condemns online censorship, moni-
toring, intimidation, and harassment con-
ducted by the Government of Iran, including 
threats against citizens of Iran and Iranian- 
Americans living in the United States; 

(5) condemns an atmosphere of impunity in 
Iran for those who employ censorship, in-
timidation, harassment, or violence to re-
strict and suppress freedom of speech, free-
dom of expression, freedom of assembly, and 
freedom of the press; 

(6) condemns the Government of Iran for 
violating the International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights, done at New York 
December 16, 1966, and entered into force 
March 23, 1976, which has been ratified by 
Iran and states, ‘‘Everyone shall have the 
right to freedom of expression; this right 
shall include freedom to seek, receive and 
impart information and ideas of all kinds, 
regardless of frontiers, either orally, in writ-
ing or in print, in the form of art, or through 
any other media of his choice.’’; 

(7) welcomes the decision made by the De-
partment of State on December 15, 2009, to 
foster and support the free flow of informa-
tion to Iranian citizens by recommending 
that the Department of the Treasury’s Office 
of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) issue a 
general license that would authorize 
downloads of free mass market software to 
Iran necessary for the exchange of personal 
communications or sharing of information or 
both over the Internet as deemed ‘‘essential 
to the national interest of the United 
States’’; and 

(8) urges the implementation of the Vic-
tims of Iranian Censorship Act (subtitle D of 
title XII of Public Law 111–84). 

f 

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 3294. Mr. HATCH submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment 

SA 2786 proposed by Mr. REID (for himself, 
Mr. BAUCUS, Mr. DODD, and Mr. HARKIN) to 
the bill H.R. 3590, to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to modify the first-time 
homebuyers credit in the case of members of 
the Armed Forces and certain other Federal 
employees, and for other purposes; which 
was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 3295. Mr. HATCH submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment 
SA 2786 proposed by Mr. REID (for himself, 
Mr. BAUCUS, Mr. DODD, and Mr. HARKIN) to 
the bill H.R. 3590, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 3296. Mr. HATCH submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment 
SA 2786 proposed by Mr. REID (for himself, 
Mr. BAUCUS, Mr. DODD, and Mr. HARKIN) to 
the bill H.R. 3590, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 3297. Mr. DEMINT submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment 
SA 2786 proposed by Mr. REID (for himself, 
Mr. BAUCUS, Mr. DODD, and Mr. HARKIN) to 
the bill H.R. 3590, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

f 

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS 

SA 3294. Mr. HATCH submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 2786 proposed by Mr. 
REID (for himself, Mr. BAUCUS, Mr. 
DODD, and Mr. HARKIN) to the bill H.R. 
3590, to amend the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986 to modify the first-time 
homebuyers credit in the case of mem-
bers of the Armed Forces and certain 
other Federal employees, and for other 
purposes; which was ordered to lie on 
the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place in title I, insert 
the following: 
SEC. ll. ENSURING THE AFFORDABILITY OF 

COVERAGE. 
Notwithstanding any other provision of 

this Act, this Act (and the amendment made 
by this Act) shall not take effect until the 
date on which the Secretary of Health and 
Human Services certifies to Congress that 
the implementation of this Act (and amend-
ments) will not result in a greater increase 
in health insurance premiums than the in-
crease that is otherwise projected under cur-
rent law for more than 1,000,000 Americans. 

SA 3295. Mr. HATCH submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 2786 proposed by Mr. 
REID (for himself, Mr. BAUCUS, Mr. 
DODD, and Mr. HARKIN) to the bill H.R. 
3590, to amend the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986 to modify the first-time 
homebuyers credit in the case of mem-
bers of the Armed Forces and certain 
other Federal employees, and for other 
purposes; which was ordered to lie on 
the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 
SEC. llll. CIVIL ACTIONS BROUGHT ON CON-

STITUTIONAL GROUNDS. 
(a) SPECIAL RULES FOR ACTIONS BROUGHT 

ON CONSTITUTIONAL GROUNDS.—If any action 
is brought for declaratory or injunctive re-
lief to challenge the constitutionality of any 
provision of this Act or any amendment 
made by this Act, the following rules shall 
apply: 

(1) The action shall be filed in any United 
States District Court and shall be heard by a 
3-judge court convened pursuant to section 
2284 of title 28, United States Code. 
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